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SC GENERAL ASSEMBLY SAYS “NO” TO FISHING CLOSURES
In a concurrent resolution, the South Carolina General Assembly is working to oppose any fishing area closures off the coast of South Carolina associ-
ated with the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s (SAFMC) proposed amendment 17A to the fishery management plan for the grouper/
snapper fishery. Two bills currently in the Assembly are H 4497 and S 1095 and call upon the SAFMC to not adopt any version of Amendment 17A that 
includes the closure of areas off the coast of South Carolina to be closed to fishing activities.

South Carolina members of the Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) lobbied the general assembly extensively to garner support of this very important 
issue, and the response from the General Assembly is applauded by RFA and its South Carolina Members. “We need these passed immediately,” said 
RFA-SC member Cantey Smith of Charleston. “These bills advocate protection of our economy, jobs, our ability to do what we love and the state of our offshore fishery. Smith stressed that 
fellow South Carolina anglers should contact their local legislator asking for support of the resolutions, adding “South Carolina values are at stake here.”

In the resolution sponsored by Rep. Thad Viers of Myrtle Beach, Sen. Ray Cleary of Georgetown, Horry and Charleston Counties and Sen. Ronnie Cromer of Lexington, Newberry and Saluda 
Counties, South Carolina Assembly members made it very clear that the proposal under consideration for closures by the SAFMC were “unjustifiable and would create severe economic hard-
ship to the state and its coastal counties, including significant job loss at a time
when job creation is badly needed and is a priority.”

“Between NOAA restrictions on snapper and grouper, and the proposal to shut down the entire coast to bottomfishing, I’m not sure how much our coastal sector can bend,” said Charleston 
charter captain, Mark Brown. “Our local fishing industry is close to broke as it is now.” 

The concurrent resolution reads that “any closed area to fishing off the coast of South Carolina will result in excessive fishing pressure on the remaining open areas, causing localized depletion 
of fish species, further, seriously impacting fishermen, employment, and the local economy.” Furthermore, the Assembly “strongly urged representatives of South Carolina on the SAMFC to 
cast votes in opposition to any amendment that will result in any area of the state’s coast being closed to fishing of any kind.” 

Ideally, RFA would like to see other coastal states within the SAFMC domain follow suit before the council reconvenes in March to vote on the area closures. “RFA is thankful to Congressman 
Henry Brown for contacting members of the General Assembly in South Carolina to get this done,” said Jim Donofrio, Executive Director of the RFA. “Mr. Brown is primary co-sponsor of HR 
1584, the Flexibility in Rebuilding American Fisheries Act, and a champion for sciencebased and sustainable fisheries management. We would like to see more of our coastal legislators step 
up on behalf of its constituents the way these South Carolina representatives have,” Donofrio said.

The Recreational Fishing Alliance is a national, grassroots political action organization representing recreational fishermen and the recreational fishing industry on marine fisheries issues. The RFA mission 
is to safeguard the rights of saltwater anglers, protect marine, boat and tackle industry jobs, and ensure the long-term sustainability of our Nation’s saltwater fisheries. Visit www.joinrfa.org.

Fabrication 
Excellence 
Awards

(Roseville, MN – January 25, 2010) The Marine Fabricators Association (MFA) 
is pleased to announce the winners of the 2010 Marine Fabrication Excellence 
Awards Program held during the MFA National Convention, January 10-12, 2010, 
at the Rosen Plaza in Orlando, FL.

Weaver Canvas of Wilmington, NC received an Outstanding Achievement in the 
Rigid Enclosures category and an Outstanding Achievement in the Miscellaneous 
Marine Canvas category.

Sponsored by MFA, a division of the Industrial Fabrics Association International 
(IFAI), the MFA Fabrication Excellence Awards Program recognizes the latest 
advances in technical fabric design and manufacturing in the marine textiles 
industry.  A team of MFA members, who are Master Fabric Craftsman (MFC) Certi-
fied, judged the program entries with the following criteria: 25 percent design, 
25 percent craftsmen-ship, 25 percent originality and 25 percent difficulty.

For more information, or photographs of the award-winning projects, contact, 
MFA, 1801 County Rd. B W, Roseville, MN 55113-4061 USA: 651 225 6952, 800 
209 1810, e-mail Blhungiville@ifai.com.

Dear Saltwater Angler,

US Congressman Walter Jones from Farmville is introducing a bill that would 
delay any actions on Sea Turtle protections until a study is done. This is obviously 
a ploy to try to diffuse and or disrupt the upcoming lawsuit against the NCDMF 
for ESA violations concerning Sea Turtles here in NC.

As usual, the tried and true method of delay while we have another study has 
found its way to Washington DC from the commercial fishing pipeline here in NC!

We believe that Congressman Jones will be embarrassed when his colleagues 
find out that this bill was introduced in an effort to interfere with impending 
legal action that could affect his commercial fishing supporters who refuse to 
face up to the damage that gill nets are inflicting on all marine life here in NC!

Please contact Congressman Jones and tell him that we have had enough of the 
good ole boy management of our marine fisheries here in NC at this link….. 
http://jones.house.gov/contact_form_email.cfm

Please tell everyone you know that would find Congressman Jones’ actions 
offensive and have them contact Congressman Jones’.

Sincerely,

Dean Phillips

Coastal Fisheries Reform Group


